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A v 1 N G now, after uſing all the Expedition 
that ſo large a Work would admit of, put all the 
Volumes of Thuanus's Hiſtory to the Prefs, 1 addreſs 
* ho ſelf publickly to you once more; from this Motive 

That as the Quality and the Number of my Sub- 


| S (which you will ſee by the Lift hereto annexed, is a 
Proof of the Truft placed in my A 8 and Probity to 0 


form What 1 have ere, | n with Trut 
AT oh made ſince ay 


Propoſals were ſome of which 1 ſhall bere deſcribe, 


var Edbion wi n beyond what I could chen 


give them any Expe 
e alrias's Continuation of the Hiſtory from. 1607 where 
Thuanus ends, to the Death of Henry IV in 1610, deſerves to 
be mentioned in the firſt Place, It is divided i into three Books + 
The firſt of them was printed in à thin * but without 
he 177. $ Name, and with this Title only at the Top ve] 
e, De Rebus Galliæ a a=. ac. Aug. Thuan 


the eres, and was never publiſhed, but fo ls”; 
one Copy o Fit boweyer was preſ: Peelend. 


the King's 755 . at Paris, where very probably it was. 
2 itts himſeH, who. was-man Wy, Keeper 


ary ring leſt be him, came with the 

Hons F_ chat Lib rary (when it was fold i in 1679) into the 
cat Monſ. Colbert, and was in the ee talogue of 

the Fogel Fr, whos Bibletheca Colbertind that were ſold by Auc- 
vog Howe Teo" Lewes. gps .. tar og, oe o laſt Books of 
Rigaltins's Continuation remained in. „en and have 


never yet been printed. This Piece will no doubt be gen 


deemed a very valuable Acquifition : Becauſe no one. who is 
apprifed that qa defi — to carry on his Hiſtory to the 


Death of Henry 1 og and who has read his Will by which, befides. 


bis Hiſtory, he 10 Lacubrationes item onneig: 


The parara Ec irie 
«bas 


7 
4 * 


and is now in 


\ 


_ oljas ſuas to the Diſcretion of Rigaltius and Puteanus; and who | 


further conſiders thoſe two Perſons as conſtant and domeſ- 
tick Companions. of. Thuanus; but muſt be. deſirous to ſee Ri- 
galtius's Continuation of his Friend's Hiſtory to that Period of 
Time to which he himſelf deſigned to extend it; whether we 
ſuppoſe this Continuation to have been formed from that 
Friend's Sketches and Memoirs left among his Papers, or up- 
on the Sentiments to which Rigaltius bad been habituated by 
continual Converfation with hirn. ON 


now poſſeſſed of that Letter, as alſo of three other Letters of 
ee which I had not before; among them is 


1 


tremely judicious, as well as very obligin 


f . " 10 > 0 ; i 4 : eat + ; . } 
| Fhe abovementioned Materials tran mitted to me from diffe- 5 
rent and remote Places, are the more F Ape valuable, 
becauſe it is certain they cannot by any Diligence be procured 


« * 


in France. * _ © | 


In my Specimen, the Contents of the Hiſtory, taken from the Ept- | 


tomes prefixed bythe Author to each Book, are put in the Margin. 
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thod; which is, to mark by numeral Letters the chief Con · 


rents in every Epitome, and to put like Numerals at the Be- 


inning of every Diviſion or 1 in thefubſequent Book 
— to choſd Contents 1 0 tar 

finds in the Epitomes, he may, by thoſe Numbers readily turn 
to in the Hiſtory. Many Books E. 6 ime 

thod ; which is not only perfectly commodious and uſeful 


in itſelf, but the Margin is thereby kept clear and ſpacious, 


which renders the Page the more graceful. This Alteration I 


propoſed to my Lord Carteret, and to you, as well as to other 


Copy for the Preſs, it ſoon appeared that the other Met 
of copying the Contents from the Epitomes and putting them 
in the Margin, was not practicable without defacing the Beau- 
ty of the Page: For, in ſome Inſtances, thoſe Contents would 
take up more Lines in the Margin, than the very Matter rela- 
ted in the Text; in which Caſe Part of the marginal Contents 


6 e Judges, who all approved it. But beſides, in preparing 
te | 


of one Paragraph, would be thruſt down the Side of a ſubſe- 


nr Paragraph on a different Subject; in other Inſtances 
mb expatiates ſo much in ſome of the Contents, that' 
even the Editor of the laſt Francfort Edition (who introduced 
the tranſplanting of thoſe Contents from the Epitomes into 
the Margin) finding them too long, is forced to retrench Part 
of them; and ſometimes the Author enlarges the Contents, b 

juſtifying in them certain Facts related in the Body of the Hi- 
ſtory, which Juſtifications cannot with any Propriety be uſed as 


marginal Contents. Upon theſe Accounts” the Method we 


have taken is preferable to the other; for, by Means of 
the Figures or Numbers in every Epitome and Paragraph of 

a Book mutually anſwering to each other, all that the 
Author choſe to give as the Contents of his Work, may 
e preſently found by inſpectiag the Epitomes : Which the 
Reader would do well to peruſe firft, all the Way he 
goes, before he enters upon the Book to which they are 
reſpectively prefixed ; becauſe: there are ſometimes Things in 
them, which either ſupply or explain Matters related in the Bo- 
dy of the Hiſtory; for Inſtance, in the Epitome of the Firſt 
Book, where Mention is made of the Interview between Lew- 
is King of France and Ferdinand of Spain at Savona, at which 
SGenſalv of Corduba, called tlie Great Captain, was prefent, 
this Fact is told, Cordubenſfs à Ludovico rara humanitate men- 

ſæ adbibitus, Ferdinand: manifeſto livore, qui Cordubenſ?# —_ 
lam gratiam rependit; of which Fact not a Syllable is to be 
found in the Body or Text of the Hiſtory, So likewiſe in the 
33d Book an Account is given of a Letter written by Monluc 
Biſhop of Yalence, in Defence, or Extenuation- at leaft __ 
WET: e 
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But Dr. George Clarks of Onferd adviſed me to another Me 


whatever the Reader 


been printed in this Me. 


R 
RRR 


c Pr e 

Se Pari, * * 1 Lotteti ß 
t 8. Thu 4 am 4 i 

Zacharie 3 to 2 * + 


oe Bit grades Gels is not namedin he 
; eminec, 82 


455 18300 likewiſe enter 4800 0h n concerning the Times 
when the Communtarii. de vita — and whas | 
was the Deſign of pricing. them. | 
The Six Books. of Commentarii or Memoirs were fir 
publiſhed in 16204 - * begin in the printed Edition without 


Prelude, Netus of Jac, A · Thuamus, &tc.; and it ina: 


till towards the End of t e fiſch Book, that we are direttiy told 
they were written to defend the 1 againſt, cor Olga. 
Fores qui uon contemti — us. notare, qui nm 
in tam magno. opere mu obrepſo; js oemnem arg andi aniforis 
eccefonem per calumias &. cavillationes — et ſeri» 
| E ne quid intentatum nelens 
t, rabia abrepti deſcandunt. Tes the Motives of this 
* againſt him are en ed, and particularly it is faid his 
Dedication of. his firſt Vol, to Hen, 4. had ſo'incenſed-thoſs 
2 atores, that neque poſt Decenniumi cefſuns, As that De- 
dication came out in 26045 the þ Degennivar:implies that this 
Life was weitten after 1614 ; pm peas wh to this it is ex · 
preſly n 1 
Life, which & in the Ropal the writing 
of it was chiefly occaſioned by a ae . bo Jau. Aug 
Tu Hi iferierum Libros Notationes, | Aufore Jo; Bapr. Gal. 
I; which was at Ingelfadt in 1614, The fame MS; 
takes Occaſion tkewiſe to note, that the Time of writing this 
Life was ' 51 Years-after the Condufios. of the Council of 
. Nee en $5 Tere 


by gy: ny I ˙ GI wb} 
DE nao mnt 


that he — — — it 
ſoon after the Tear 1614. 3 
Now as to the Epitomes, have Proof. that they were 
Giclt drawn. up with. a Daſign to; he annexed: to, the Life, ' For, 
at the End. the fifth Book of the ſaid printed Life, ibis Addi. 
tion. is made in the MS, kept in the King's Library at Prim 
Sequientus angumenta Eibrerum 80. qui jam editi fun-: 
et inſuper 46, ants Decennium ab ſolutorum qui adbuc premuntar. 
| * ae. in dhe lame Libra 6. MS. — 5 


— 


| ' A. 
Menues felt 326 Baokt,which Dr. JebbofSrrerfor 


I copied for me at Paris. In which MS. after 2 
ef the 3otb Books: cbme theſe Words, Er haSemusr editi ſumt 


ge },or arngartonroar grad ono 2 


ro 45 adbut premumtur, run Breviaria deſcri- 
bentur, ur baleant Laflres unde defiderinms, quouſyue ill edan- 


* at the Head of each Book. This rs by the v 

Tide of the Get Volume. thir was prining by R0b, Sro. 
bent at the Time out Author died; which Title promiſes no 
more than the firſt 80 Booksof the Hiſtory, But the Preface 
to that Volume proves it more fy, for it concludes 


| thus, Habebis in praſems tuntum 30 Libros, reliquos 8} Tore 
1 «Andi; v eur gin; interim tamen et earum epitos 
mas. repre ſantari tibi voluit, ut fic totius operis ſeriem perfeckii 
que corporis ſaltem lineamenta conſpiceres, You ſee, Sir, that 
tho' this Preface takes ſuch ſtrong Notice of theſe Breviaria, yet 
not one Word is ſaid in it of the Commentarii- de vita Thuani > 
From which Silence I believe you will draw this Concluſion, that 
our Author conld not prevail with himſelf to let thoſe Commenta - 
rii bepubliſhed in his Life-Time ; tho' they were written in 1615; 
and tſiis Preface is dated in 1617. You a 5 that had 
he lived longer, he would have proceeded on thi Plan z Viz. 
after having given the firſt 80 Books with their Bre viaria as 
we now have them, be would have publiſhed the more | 
Breviaria of the remaining Books: For as to the remainin 
Books themſelves, namely thoſe froni the Soth to the 12 
Book, he not only appears to have doubted of ever ſeeing 
himſelf ſuch good Times in France as would bear the Publica- 
tion of them intire; but we know his Friends Pureanus and 
Rigaltins judged after his Death, that the Times then made it 
unſafe for tbem to publiſh them avowedly even out of France; 
le being dead, they reſolved to lay aſide that Plan, and to print, 
under the Name of M. Lingelſbeim as the Editor, the whole Hiſtory 
at large: Accordingly, to the firſt 80 Books, with their Bre viaria, 
bein his parata Editio by Thaanus, which they ſent to Gene- 


* 
"I: 2 
7 


„ , 
va in 1626, they added the Continuation, that is tö ſay all the 
remaining 46 Books intire; the Brevintia fuſius dęſcripms of 
thoſe remaining Books being contratteu into a proper Size is 
be prefixed to each Book : They alſo added 12 more Books. 
(which were all that Thzanus had left: finiſhed) to the firſt 126: 
The Commentarii de Vita ſua were likewiſe put to this Edi. 


tions And thus the whole Work, as he left it behind him, being 85 


executed, there was no Occaſion in that Life ſo printed with the 
whole Hiſtory, to make any mention at all either of the ſhör- 
ter or ampler Bre viaria, and accordingly no mention 18 
made of them in it. But as I have a kind of ſuperſtitions Ve. 
neration for any Relicks of Thuanus, thoſe ampler Breviaria, 
as far as they go, (viz. from the goth to the 126th Book) ſhall 
be found intire in our Edition. And in this I have a View. 
which was ſuggeſted to me by my Lord 7lay ; viz. to give 
firſt the Breviaria, as we have them printed, of the firſt 80 
Books; then the ampler Breviaria to the 126th Book inelu- 
ſive, as they are in the MS.; and then the Breviaria of the 
laſt 12 Books, as we have them printed. Over each ſeveral ; 
Breviarium, we ſhall put the Year or Tears that Book of the 
Hiftory falls under: And thus the whole Contents of the 
Hiſtory being ranged in a continued Series, in Order of Time, 
one may find, with the Dates or Years, the Subject of each 
Book, and preſently turn to it in the Hiſtory. Of this Mes 
1 his Lordſhip ſnewed me Examples in other Books of 
. Ns OE WON l COS. 
| Havi done with the Epitomes, I return to ſpeak more 
kadyet ge Fre Thee; . 
The firſt five Books of that Life, which reach to the Year 1593, 
ſeem by the ſtrong Vindication of Thuanus's Character and Wri- 
tings at the End of the fifth Book, by the Poem there inſcribed 
Poſteritati which ſtates and anſwers all the Exceptions taken to 
his Hiſtory by the Court of Rome or the Leaguers, and by the 
Direction in the MS to add the Breviaria of the Hiſtory to that 
Book, to have been all that was firſt intended to be written. It was 
however carried on in a õth Book to the Year 1601; but then, upon 
Mention made of the Death of Thuanus's firſt Wife, Occaſion is 
taken to ſtop. This is not apparent from the printed Life, which 
only concludes thus, Sequentem annum (1601) Thuanus fane- 
um expertus eſt, qui poſt longum ac moleſtum' morbum di- 
lectiſſimam uxorem extulit : But the MS. in the King's 
Library goes on thus, Mortuæ inſigni monuments parentavit, 
in eoque luctu finem ſcribendi fecit, (ubi er nos finem de ipſo 
{ Thuano } ſcribendi faciemus, ) ulterius perrecturus, i per 
Femporug iniquitatem, quod vix illi et bonis omnibus ſperare 
 Ticet, hiſtoriam perſequi et ad exceſſum uſque Henrici Magni, 
 feeuti ab amicis exoratus, apud ſe poſtea conſtituerat, perdu- 


They 


cere Dei benignitate concedatur. 


COLO SY 17 08-45. ex ib ARE 


2 
— 


FF 
They would be teceiyed who ſnould take theſe Words in 
ribend; fecit, to mean that the Grief into 


We have in his Hiſtory plain Intimations of one Petiod 
vf Time at which be Eos te and of another when he reſu- 
med writing it; 5 e 8 
He broke off writing his Hiſtory at the 126th Book, when he 
had brought it. to 1601, the Time of the Birth of Lewis XIII. 
The Concluſion of that Book is in theſe Words, A4tque heic 
libro urque adeo operi, quod inter bellicos ſtrepitus, urbana G. 
| palatina officia, peregrmationes; aliaſque | orcupationes, af> 
| Firante Deo trinò & uno, intra XII amiorim & V1 nenſium 
JSpatiam, hut uſque perduximus, finis feliciter impomatur. 
ow the Queſtion is, in what Year was it that he finiſhed his 
_ 326th Book? The Solurion of this Queſtion we have from him: 
felf in the Beginning of the 127th Book, where he tells us; that, 
having brought bis Hiſtory to the Year 1801, he laid down 
his Pen for abbve fi Years, and did not take it up again till after 
3 Death of Hen. 4: nor even till after his Diſappointment of 
he fifſt Prefidentſhip of the Parliament of Paris in 18 11. Conſe- 
quently it was not before the Year 1605 (four Tears after the 
Death of his firſt Wife) that he concluded his 128th Book. 
His fzyth Book, (with which he reſumed his Hiſtory), 
opens with ſo noble and pathetick an Exordium, that I cannot 
forbear inſerting here the greateſt o - 
In deſſderatiſſimi Principis, qui nunc jucundo Ludovici, 
** nomine felicirer, imperat, auſpicato natali, cum ante ſexen- 
9 nium ſeribendi finem feciſſem, non putabam fore, ut ulla 


ratione adductus finito potius quam intermiſſo operi manu 


denuo admoyererm ; ſatis quippe 3 tioni, ſatis ad 
** famam factum exiſtimabam, hiſtoria per bella pluſquam ci- 


vilia ad pacem toto orbe Chriſtiano Henrici Magni virtute ac. - 


” beneficio 3 deducta. Nam ab eo tempore nibil fere 
memorabile apud nos geſtum i tamum quædam dome: 
ſtiea, ac majorem partem triſtia, occurrunt, nequaquam 


cum ſuperioris ævi rebus comparanda, multa etiam conan- 


tem deterrebant, recenti adhuc ſenſu indigne gratiæ mihi pro, 

tot evigilatis in 1 utilitatem ad nominis Gallici gloriant 
* laboribus repenſæ, quæ in præterita & inſtamia yawn 
> VOL on = i | | » melius 


Which this Wife's Death caſt him, made Thuanus leave off 
writing hi . No, the real Meaning is, that as he broke 


0 
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(10) „ 
melius de futuro ominarĩ non ſinebant, . Vix enim dict po- 
¶teſt, quantum vitæ præteritæ innocentia, ac præcipuum veritatis 
ſtudium mihi inter noſtros odium conciliayerit, quam graveis 
inimicitias ingenua mea libertas, & alienus ab omni fuco & 
factione animus excitaverit, ut quicquid Songs. ru 
** difturuſq; ſim, ſi remiſſius, ad metum, ſi generoſius, ad ul - 
tionem lint ii relaturi qui majorem partem hodie efficiunt, 
** & de aliorum fama & exiſtimatione ex ſuo ſenſu, non recta 

ratione plerunque judicium ferunt. hæc & alia, que. delibe- 
* ranti in mentem veniebant, cju{mogj erant, ut conſtantiſſi- 
mum quemque ab omni præclaro conſilio deterrere potue· 
rint. me vero adſiduis fortunæ adverſantis ictibus fractum 
„ iſthuc ætatis admonere, ut quieti conſulerem, nec in invi- 
dioſo opere induſtriam meam diutius fatigarem. ſed facile 
„ fuit hominem patriæ caritatis amore captum, quiqz recta con- 
„ ſilia et honeſta emolumentis omnibus & commodis ſemper 
antepoſuit, in re præſertim, in qua publica utilitas cum pri- 
” yatis rationibus certat, à ſententia dimovere. nam cum a- 
, miei non in Gallia ſolum, ubi Plerigns mihi metuentes po- 
tius quieſcendum ſuadebant, ſed externi a periculo remotiores 
ex. Hiſpania, Italia, Germania, Britannia, Belgio, Pannonia, 
atque adeo ultima Livonia per literas cottidie ad rem. perſe= 
” quendam hortarentur, nihilq; reliqui facerent, quo me jaceny 
tem erigerent, & alacritatem priſtinam, quam ſeculi ingra- 
1 titudinem. pertzſus. amiſeram, propoſita publica utilitate in 
me renovarent, eorum tam enixum ſtudium in eam, quam 
jpſi volebant partem, interpreratus, mihi tandem perſuaderi 
Fe 2 aſſus, ut fi otium nactus eſſem, eorum deſiderio ſimul, 
" ue utilitati aliquando ſatisfacerem. Sed five ad triſ- 
tem rerum faciem hebeſcente, ſive, deſuetudine ſcribendi pi- 
greſcente animo, ſive denique ob recentem din ex- 
antlatarum memoriam reſtitante, rem de die in diem prote- 
” labam, cum caſus intervenit prodigio propior, non ſolum 
** Gallis ſed cunctis orbis nationibus lamentabilis, interitus Hen- 
rici magni, qui magnum momentum ad omnem dubietatem 
„ tollendam attulit. enimvero cum principem his deploratiſ- 
ſimis temporibus quaſi cælo delapſum poſt tot egregie facta 
omnes ſibi boni ſuperſtitem cuperent, mali etiam in ejus 
longiore vita præſidium ſibi repoſitum putarent, fieri non 
potuit, quin tam indigna ejus morte varie animi ſint affecti;— 
Ego certe, qui præcipuo pietatis ſenſu tangerer, minime 
mihi ſatisfactum putabam, niſi principis de orbe Chriſtiano 
tam bene meriti manibus Canter ac peculiari officio 
parentarem, itaq; eadem facilitate, qua tantæ molis o 
ab initio ſum aggreſſus, nunc quoque me vinci paſſus 
ſum, ut, præteritorum memoriam ſempiterna oblivione 
“ eruerem, & obfirmato contra calumnias & obtrectationes a- 
| | Bae ox 3 oy” | 3 nimo, 


Fad 
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nimo, intus conſcientia tutus, de cetero ſecurus, fidem amieis 


datam liberarem. & quando Deus Opt. Max. me tanto 


5 principi præter ſpem & contra votum ſupereſſe voluit, quale 
1 reliqua 


' ceunq; otium in hoc aulico comitatu nactus, decre 
| ** vitz ejus, hoc eſt decennii quod ſequitur res geſtas ſcriptis 
* commendare, oO 1 K-65, 
by. proceed to what I have further to ſay concerning the Vita 
e een | | 
It was written with a View to his Hiſtory, and therefore 
ſupplies ſome Paſſages of it with more Particulars illuſtrates or 


explains others; and ſometimes by naming his Vouchers, re- 


movesall Doubt of the Truth of certain extraordinary Tranſac. 
tions which he had related. For theſe Purpoſes Recourſe was 
had to a Journal which he began when he was upon his 
Travels in 1572, the 19th Lear of his Age, not without an 
Impulſe or Forethought even then of uſing what he noted 
down in it, one Time or other, in ſome Hiſtorical Compoſition; 


and ſeveral Paſſages or Remarks in that Journal which he had 


not thought proper to interweave into the Body of his Hiſto- 
ry, might with great Propriety, be inſerted, and weile fo, in the 
Memoirs of his Life. Let me give you but one Inſtance of this, 
from the third Book of theſe Memoirs, where he relates a moſt re- 
markable Converſation he had at Blois, in 1588, with the celebra- 


ted Michel de Montagne, Qui artum cum Thuano exercebat amici- 


tie officium, & ipſum in dies urgebat, ut de Veneta legatione, cui 
deſt/ nabatur, ſerio cogitaret 15 Venetias cogitabat, & toto tem- 
pore quo Thuanus in ea urbe efſet, ab ejus conſuetudine non re. 
ceſſurum ſe oſtendebat. Cum vero de cauſſis motuum [ inGallia } 
aiſſereret, fic aiebat, (nam ſe aliquando inter Navarrum Giuift- 
umque, cum ſimul in aula eſſent, medium interpoſuerat,) Gui- 
ffum amicitiam Navarri omni officio & ſedulitate ambiviſſe; 
ab eo quem amicum, quem placatum habere expetiverat, delu- 
Sum & diſſimalatione excluſum, cum ſe hoſtem eumque infen-. 
fiſimum habere ſentiret, ad extremum armorum remedium, ut 
fe decuſque familie tueretur, confugere neceſſe habuiſſe. Hæc ali- 
enati animi inter eos jnitia in hoc belli incendium poſtremo exar- 
he, cujus non alium exitum vidtat, quam alterutrius exitium, 
cum & Guiſius incolumi Navarro de vita propria c ſuornm 
falute deſperet, nec Navarrus fuperſtite Guiſio jus ſuum tueri 
fe poſſt in regni ſucceſſione confidat. Religionem, que utrique 
obtendatur, ab iis, qui illos ſequuntur, ſpecioſe prætexi; cete- 


rum neurrum ipſorum reſpicere. Nam & Navarrum niſt à 


ſuis deſeri metueret, ultro ad ſacra majorum paratum redive 


& Guiſium, ſi periculum abſir, ab Auguſtana confeſſione, * LE 
„ ZZZ. 
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guftum aliquen ſub Carols Cardinali patria quondam babuent, 


7 1 abhorrere. Ita cum inter eas communicaret, utrumqus 


entire animadvertiſſe. It would be Negligence not ta ohſerve 


likewiſe, that as in his Hiſtory he exhubus the State of Lear- 
ning in the Characters of learned Men; ſo in theſe Memgire 
there are many Particulars relating to Literature, that are 


»** « 


nent for Lcarhings which make very enrergining dditions to 
e ſtory of ſu 


ha gives in his 1 b. 
died within the Time he wrote of. It * \alſo by theſe 
Memoirs, that 3 Years before he 


which being written by John Machault a Jeſuit, in the 
moſt yirulent and abuſive Manner, comprehended all that Ma- 
ligniry and Defamation which the Leaguers tho 
ſelves inticled to. beſtow upon all Catholicks who, 


the Conſtitution. of France, were not tuch outragious Zea: 
lots and ſoblindly devoted as theinſelves to the Court of Rome. 


4 N 


| This is declared to be the main View towards the End of 


the 5th Book of his Life, where Notice is expreſly, taken of 
that Libel of Machault's, and Thuanus juſtified in very free 
and manly Terms. 955 > , | 


The Reaſons ſor taking this Method to defend his Hi, h 
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viri ejus mores et tatam vita domeſtics ratiauam diſcant, oujus 
MIS: & candoren ex fu, ſeriptis * olim Jemper 4 


* Thi Method of Deſence, produced, y 1 ſoe, the E 
of drawing up theſe Memoirs in the CharaQterof a thir = 
* And in the printed Life, lernen of its being written by a 
5 are dropt here and there, 2 towards 
ms End of the 25 Book; as, where it is ſaid that Thuanus 
in his daily Feger beſought the Almighty to * — Mind 
yaſs'd and intent on Truth on ly in writing iſtory, 
Words are put /icuti-ex ipfo audivi; and, when Notice 
is taken of the Odium and Calumn y which the Freedom, of his 
= had drawn upon. him, and that it was difficult to af 


any juſt Graunds for them, it is ſaid, cum ea de re Au- 
em ipſum conſulerem, reſpondit ille,, GW. 
Bur, let others judge, whether the Simplicity and Dignity of 
- Semtiments that abound. in thoſe Memoirs, Abi are animated 
wich the ſame Spirit of, Liberty that breathes throughaus 
his Hiſtory, do not diſcoyer them manifeſtly to be of Thu. 
anus's own compoſing ; and if fo, ſuch Pall: es as I have 
mentioned ought to pe aſeribed to a native and becoming o- 
delty, which conſtrained our Author to aſſume a third Perſo-. 
nage; Becauſe in defending his Hiſtory and goed Name, he 
. to ſpeak honourably, tho; wh of himſelf ; which 
Commendation, how inevitable ſever, a Man of his good 
\ Breeding and — Tſe could not utter avowedl Ner- his 
own Mouth, evencho' it was in Vindication of his perſonal Oba. 
racter, which Macbault had grolly viliſied. a 
Theſe Memoirs, which contain but Part of the Life of The 
2 who was ſo well deſcended and related, ond ſuitabl 
n with Learning _= 1 ge; who _ 
on everal Parts of Europe, moſtly in t Company o 
Miniſters or others i Aoſta For their Abilities ; __ was Py 
al reſpects ſo qualified to, converſe with, and did converſe with 
en of all Conditions, either upon Points of Literature, Arts 
and Sciences, or upon publick Buſineſs, as being himſelf often 


employed by his Prince in the moſt arduous Affairs; theſe Me- 


Woirs, * are ſo 1 inſtructive and entertaining, tliat 
every 
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every body wiſhes they had not broke off as they do in 16017 
but had been continued to 1617, in which Year he died. But, 
as it is probable he took the Diſguiſe of a third Perſon in writing 
theſe Memoirs, to reconcile himſelt to the We as. a Tack 4 
inful to a modeſt Man; ſo I leave it to be conſidered, Whether 
is breaking off abruptly at the Concluſion of the 6th Book, which 
was written in 1615, upon the mention of his firſt Wife's Death 
in 1601, (which could not affect him longer than to 1603, when 
he married a ſecond Wife, with whom he lived ſo happily that 
Grief for her Deceaſe in 1616 haſtened his End, ] was not a Pre- 
text well choſen for ridding his Hands decently of this Subject of 
his own Life; which I cannot help thinking he never intended ta 
carry further. My Reaſon is, that it is apparent theſe Memoirs were 


not written ſpontaneouſly, did not proceed from the common Mo- 


tives of Vanity or Seli- Love, but were extorted from him by his 
Enemies, to evince, that a Man who had paſſed his Life in ſo irre- 
roachable, ſo laudable a manner, as the Memoirs ſnew he had 
— to 1601, which was the 48th Year of his Age, when he had 
been ſix Years in the venerable Station of a Judge, could not be that 
Wretch they would repreſent him. I concſude therefore, that 
having ſatisfied himſelf with this natural Defence of his Repu- 
tation and Writings, he had done all he propoſed, and had made 
himfelf as much known to the World as he was concerned, and 
more than he was inclined, todo, by his own Pen, tho in the Chao 
racer of a third Perſon. Notwit ding this Opinion of mine, 
I muſt acquaint you, Sir, that as one ſhould never be. withheld' 
by Conjectures and Speculations from inquiring thoroughly 
into Facts, ſo no Pains has been ſpared in the making proper 


Search in France, to diſcover whether the 'Author himſelf, 


or his Friends Puteanus or Rigaltius (who both ſurvived 
him above 30 Years) left behind them any Continuation of theſe 
Memoirs of his Life, or any kind of rough Draughts or Minutes that 
might help towards continuing them. But not a Leaf of Paper 

upon that Subject could any where be found. We have however 
two Pieces written by Thuanus, the one is his Letter addreſſed to 
the Preſident ee on an Occaſion mentioned in my former 
3 which contains ſome Particulars relating to his Perſon' 
and Fortunes; the other is an Account of "he Conference 
which he and other Perſons of Diſtinction, deputed by the 
Queen Regent, had at Loudun in 1616, with the Prince of 
Conde and other Chiefs of the Proteſtants : Both which are 
in Latin, and the latter of them never yet printed. They 


hall be inſerted in our 7th Volume. 
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It may not be improper to take ſome Notice here, that ä 
hen . —5 or Roakins conveyed privately the Memoirs of ſi 
our Author's Lift to Geneva, to be printed with his Hiſtory 7 
intixe in 1620, y ſtruck out of the Copy the whole Intro- 1 It 
duction (Part of which I have quoted above) and ſeveral Paſ. + 
118 in other Parts of thoſe Memoirs that are in the King's | 
Ms. which imported in too expreſs Terms, that they were writ- | 
ten by a Perſon intimate with Thuanus : But they overlook d a 
very remarkable Paſſage of that Sort at the End of the 5th. 
Book ; they therefore took Care to have it omitted in the next 
Geneva Edition, as I obſerved in my firſt Letter to you, Sir; 
and for the Reaſons doubtleſs I there aſſigned, namely, That 
Jiving at a Time when the Enemies of Thuanus and his Wri- 
tings had all Power at the Court of France, they found it ne- 
Ci wa to ſtrike out ſuch Paſſages as they apprehended would 
breed a ſtrong Suſpicion that one of them was the Writer 
of that Life : Bur as for the leſſer Hints, ſuch as /fcurz 
ex ipſo Authore audivi, and the like, they let them ſtand, be- 
cauſe they judged ſuch light Touches would paſs unheeded, or 
if obſerved, could not be interpreted to affect either of them 
ſo directly as thoſe other ſtrong Paſlages. F | 
One Thing in the 6th Book of his Life, makes it very va- 
 luable, which is the ample and particular Account given in it of 
the Conference held by Hen. 4. with his Miniſters and chief 
Councellours, touching the receiving and authorizing in France 
the Council of Trent. This is an inſtructive Supplement to the 
123d Book of his Hiſtory, where he has but three Lines upon 
that important Subject, viz. no more than this, Actum et runc 
(an. 1599) de Concilii Tridentini promulgatione, ſed res delata, 
et quanquam Cancellarius et Villaregius maxime urgerent, in 
quietiora tempora reſervata. KA Ng 
It would be tranſcribing too much from theſe Memoirs, to 
trace and copy the Lineaments our Author has leftin them of 
his natural Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind. They are ſeen 
in all his Actions, and in all his Sentiments. Ve find him con- 
ſlantly a Lover of the Rights and Liberties of his native Coun- 
Ins in Church and State; and of good Order and Steadineſs, 
which produce Dignity, in the Adminiſtration of the Goyern- 
ment; and, tho' himſelf a Catholick, a ſtrenuous Aſſerter of 
Liberty of Conſcience : Active and faithful in the publick 
Service in trying Times (for in ſuch it was his Lot to live) at 
the Hazard of his Perſon, and to the Prejudice of his Fortunes; 
during which Times he acquired a great Share of the Fayour 
and Confidence of two ſucceſſive Kings, by ſuggeſting honeſt 
and uſeful Counſels ro them in Cafes of the higheſt Im- 
n N | 0 
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: Pichans, who died in the Tear 1596: Amo 


rxatfius tenuit, quam ipſe Gallicam externamg; hiſtoriam, 
vngines. populorum, deſcriptiones temporum, ſucteſſiones' familia» 
vum, bella, fadera, conventiones del exterorum inter ſe vel 
nobiſcum, geſta, leges, mores, conſuetudines provinciarum fin- 
Fularumue urbium. And he concludes with theſe Words, Ita 
ur incomparabilis amici morte; gan mn partiri euras, & non ſo> 
lam de Studiis, ſed etlam l conſilia communicare 


ron ſue veram, eceptæ hiſtoriz penſum protinus & manibus excuſ - 
ſerim, abjeciſſemque prorſus, mi tanti viri & de me ac pas. 


tr tam bene meriti memorie hoc debere exiſtimaſſem, ut quod 
flo auftore inchaayeram ad publicam urilitatem, cui noſlram 
in ea parte induſtriam prodeſie olim judicabat, quamvis tante 
aqdjutore deſtitutus, aliis undecunque qua ab illd ſolo ab initio 
Speraveram' conquiſitis ſubſtdiis, ad exitum tandem perducerem. 
In the 6th Book of his Life, he cannot forbear mentioning 

him again to the ſame Purpoſe, adding this Particular, Res 
Henrico II. geſta eo ſuperſtite ſcripte, et ab eo in parte re- 
” eognite et emendatæ: Ee cum vivere deſiit, earum en- 
emplum penes ſe habebat. And to ſhew the Fulneſs of his 
Concern for his Loſs, he inſerts there a Letter to I/. Caſaubon, in 
which he ſays, Me certe ipfius amicitia, quantliu ea frui licuit, 
Felicem, nunc poſt ejus mortem unico ſtudiorum meorum et conſt 


liorum duce et adjutore orbatum tantus adflixit dolor, ut pa- 


rum abfuerit, quin ſtatim ſtudiis omnibus & Reipub. ades 
ipſi, cui me in aliqua parte inſeruire voluit Deus, ſummum 
Vale dixerim, niſi me ejus ipfius, ex cujus amiſſione tantum do- 
lorem ſentio, præclaræ voces, que adbuc ammo meo inhere« 
bant, revocaſſent. Nam in mentem veniebat, illum cum me 
de Rep. deſperantem ac plane animo dejeffum videret, hac ra- 
tione ſepe erigere ſolitum, cum diceret, quamvis haut paulo 
melius ipſe de Regni ſtatu ommaretur, beni civis' ac ſtrenui mi- 
litis eſſe ſtationem à ſummo imperatore mandatam vel deplora- 
tis rebus minime deſerere, Towards the End of his 136th 
Book a great Character is given of Soffrey de Calignon Chan- 
cellor of Navarre, who died in 1606, (cum quo (ſays Thuas 
nus) in Edict Namnetenſi condendo communem operam per 
triennium integrum nauavi:) To that Character ſome Paſſages 
will be added in our Edition, taken from the King's MS. and 
| this, Cum triſtiſſimum de ejus morte nuntium accept, 
ex eo graviſimum dolorem concepi, ' quippe fingulari amico 
et ſapientiſſimo wiro orbatus, qui me domi in Hiſtorico noſtro 
opere, foris in conſiliis pro Rep. capiendis, plerunque tituban« 


Ya tem ſuſtinebat, et filo 3 ſua quaſs manu deduc- 


u, who died in the Tear 1596: Among other Things 
he fays this of him, Nemo privara & on Jos negotia 
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Sr Luke Schaub. 
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John Selwyn, Eſq; 

The Rev. Mr. Robert Shaw, Vicat of Dew in 
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Sir James Shepbard , one of His Majeſty's e 
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Sir Hans Sloane. 

William Sloper, E/: 

Sr Edward Smyth, Hart. 


Stephen Soame, of Little Thule in Suffolk, Eſq. | 


Sir 2 Sprengell, large Paper. 
Charles Stankope, A.: N. * 
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ev. Tr. Stillingfleet, Dean fv Wotceſter. Bus 
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The Right Hon. Sir Robert Sutton. 
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Thaner. 
The Rt. Hon. the Lord Trevor, Lord Privy Seal. 
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The Rev. Dr. Tanner, Chancellor of Norwich. 2 
| Vi eph Taylor, E. | 
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| 2 he Hon. Mr. Baron Thomſon. 

_ Chriſtopher Tilſon, E; 5785 
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The Hon. Henry Vine, 2 
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The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Weſtmorland. 
TI Rt. Hon. the Lord V iſcount Weywouth, large 
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The Rt. Hon. the Earl Waldegrave His Maje- 

| ſty's Miniſter at the Court of Vienna. 

The Rt. Hon. the Lord Wilmington, large Paper. 

The Rt. Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. =D 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Walpole, Chancellor of 
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the Court of France. 2 
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ces of the Common Pleas in Ireland, large Pap. 
. * war Timothy, late Lord Archbiſhop 0 Caſpelk 
ecealed. 
His Grace Theophilus how Archbiſho of Caſtell. 
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The Rt. Hon. Dr. Marmaduke Coghill, a of the 
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